
Scientists call for ambitious Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation

The heavy use of chemical pesticides in agriculture is strongly linked to declines in insects,
birds, biodiversity in terrestrial and aquatic systems and detrimental impacts on global public
health. For that reason, the global reduction of pesticides use is one of the key negotiation
points during the UN Biodiversity Summit (COP15) in Montréal. The European Commission
has taken a leading role in efforts to curb pesticides by adopting a 50% reduction target of
use and risks by 2030 in its Farm to Fork Strategy. Earlier this year, the European
Commission proposed a Sustainable Use of Pesticides Regulation to enshrine this target into
legislation, as well as to mandate Member States to invest in Integrated Pest Management
and ban pesticides from sensitive areas.

Given the urgent need for reduction of pesticide impacts, it is worrying to observe that a
number of Member State governments and Members of the European Parliament have
recently called for the delay and/or watering down of the new pesticides regulation. Citing
questionable ‘food security’ and ‘resilience’ concerns, Member States have called for an
additional impact assessment to the thorough assessment performed by the Commission
before the outbreak of the Ukraine war. As members of the scientific community, we express
our deep concern.

We stress that:

- The undelayed realisation of the Farm to Fork and Biodiversity Strategies’ pesticides
reduction objectives remains of utmost importance to stop and reverse the decline of
biodiversity.

- The “Potsdam Statement” of earlier this year remains unreservedly valid. This
statement, signed by 600+ researchers, stressed the need to take demand-side
actions in order to future-proof the EU’s food system, as such mitigating pressures on
global biodiversity and sustaining the foundation for long-term food security.

- The gain in knowledge of the required additions to the thorough Impact Assessment
performed by the European Commission is highly questionable, as the long-term
challenges facing the EU food system and state of biodiversity have not changed
since the outbreak of the war in Ukraine.

- Lack of binding targets is exactly the reason why investments in Integrated Pest
Management have lagged behind since the adoption of the 2009 Pesticides Directive.
The adoption of binding targets and a reallocation of public resources is expected to
accelerate innovation of non-hazardous pesticide alternatives.

- A food system transition is non-linear and disruptive by definition. While current
modes of impact assessment may provide insights into short-term market impacts,
they are incapable of projecting longer-term innovation and disruption, which the
Green Deal aims for.
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